“Irish Hulls - Group 3 - Time to Most Recent Common Ancestor (Years)
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Infinite allele mutation model is used
Average mutation rate varies: 0.0040 to 0.0054, from FTDNA derived rates
Values on the diagonal indicate number of markers tested

Probability is 50% that the TMRCA is no longer than indicated

Average generation: 30 years

The Most Recent Common Ancestor is the closest direct paternal ancestor that two males have in
common (such as a grandfather or g-g-g-grandfather). Generally, the closer the match is between two
individuals, the shorter the time back to their most recent common ancestor. Some examples: if two




individuals share 35 out of 37 markers, they almost certainly share a more recent common ancestor
than two individuals who share 32 out of 37 markers. Note: The time to a Most Recent Common
Ancestor is based on probability and is not an exact science. TMRCA is better defined as a period of
time rather than a specific time.
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Mutations: Genetic Distances

While DNA is slow changing, it does change, occasionally there are small changes or "copy errors"
that can occur with each descendant. These copy errors are called "mutations" and are generally



