
John Hull 
 
Born 1810 in Dungiven, Ireland and died 21 April, 
1856 in Bendigo, Victoria, Australia. 

By Cynthia Hull: 

This is the story so far of John Hull, son of Thomas 1 
and Elizabeth Millar or Miller.  He grew up in 
Londonderry, on The Hull Hillfoot farm with his 
brothers and sister.  According to the engraving on  
his headstone he was born in 1810. He married and 
had four sons. At this time we think their names were 
William, James, John and Robert.    

In the 1850’s he came to Australia with his brother 
James and headed for the gold fields at Bendigo, 
Victoria, Australia. The Hull men were there as 
carpenters to make barrows and puddling machines 
for the gold miners.  

 

                           Puddling Machine 

 In 1856 there was an epidemic of dysentery in the 
camp. James cured the other men by giving them 
mutton fat, however his brother John would not take 
it.  He went to a doctor in the camp who was well 
known to be drunk most of the time.  He eventually 
died on the 21st April 1856.  Before his death, he had 
asked brother James to give the money to his sons as 
they came of age.    

James returned home, and being an honest man gave 
the money to John’s widow, who was at this time 
living with another chap. They spent the money.  As 

the boys became of age they went to their Uncle who 
had to give them their share.     

It was stated in a letter written by Elizabeth Hull, 
daughter to James that the youngest one, Robert, 
came to Australia.   

John is buried in the White Hills cemetery, Bendigo 
with a headstone saying: 

“Sacred to the memory of John Hull, formally of 
Dungivan , County Derry, Ireland ,who departed this 
life April 21, 1856, aged 46yrs.”  

 

 

These are some of the pages of the will of John Hull 
where he gives his estate over to his brother James 
Hull and James promises to give to his wife and his 
children their proper inheritance which was a 
follows: 

One Thousand Six Hundred Pounds plus property 
minus debts. 

He left instructions to James to manage the money 
until William, James, Robert and John his sons were 
of age-Twenty One. and to give money to his wife 
Margaret Jane Hull also. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Robert his third son also went and stayed in Australia 
from family letters and we are unsure of the other 
sons locations at this time. 

 

 

This is a copy of the marriage record of Margaret 
Jane Hull who was the first wife of John Hull. After 
he died in Bendigo, Australia later she re-married to 
this much younger man. She visited James, John’s 
brother and got from him her inheritance from James.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Robert, John’s son, is the only children present at the 
signing of the will. James kept his agreement plus 
some. He gave the inheritance that was for all of the 
children plus his wife to Margaret Jane when he 
returned to Dungiven. When each child became of 
age they went to James and he gave them their 
portion even though he had really given all of it to 
Margaret Jane earlier. He was a very honorable man! 

 

 

Through using the DNA testing program facilitated 
by many cousins donating to our fund we have 
located a John Irving Hull who is a direct descendant 
of John Hull through his son, John the fourth child. 
He lives in Australia. His DNA matches perfectly 
with Murray Hull, Jay Hull and Dan Hull. 


